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2 May 1961 


MEMORANDUM FOR HE SECRETARY CP DEFENSE 
SUBJECT: Alternative Courses of Action in Laos 

1. In connection with your proposed memorandum to The 
President, same subject, the current situation in Laos indicates 
that the best that the Unitel States can hope for at this time 
is a cease fire, followed by negotiations for a political 
settlement. Experience in dealing with the Communists to the 
past makes it clear that they will not surrender any of the 
territory now under control of the Pathet Lao. Consequently, 
the only part of Laos that can be saved is the southern panhandle 
of the country. 

2. The decision to intervene in Laos is a political one; 
accordingly, I make no recommendation for or against such 
intervention. If a political decision is made to attain the 
objectives set forth in subparagraphs a, b, and c in your 
memorandum, under the paragraph dealing with the current situation, 
then the alternative courses of action outlined in your memo- 
randum should be carefully examined. 

3. It is suggested that there is another alternative course 
of action stemming from both of the courses outlined which I 
feel should be examined since it appears to offer a chance 

of success without initially resorting to direct intervention 
in Laos. This course of action would be: 

a. Political steps should be taken immediately to set 
the wheels in motion for action by SEATO. 

b. Demand of the Communists that a cease fire become 
effective within 48 hours. 

c. Concurrently move SEATO troops into Thailand along the 
Laotian border opposite key communications centers such 

as Vientiane, Paksane and Savannakhet, and into South 
Viet Nam through Tourane to cover the area south of the line 
of demarcation. 
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d. Move Air Forces Into Thailand and South Viet Nam. 

e . Deploy carrier strike forces in position to support any 
military action to be undertaken in Laos. 

4. Should the above actions fail to produce the desired 
cease fire* then consideration should be given to direct inter- 
vention by SEATO ground forces in Laos* supported by available 
air and naval forces. 

5- I concur in the statements contained in your memorandum 
concerning the" possible reactions by the Corasunists and the steps 
that might possibly have to be taken in that event. 


/s/ G. H. DECKER 
General* United States Army 
Chief of Staff 
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